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GOVERNMENT OF PUDUCHERRY
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

* * *

SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR 2015-16

The technological intervention by the Department of Agriculture
supported by the technological inputs has enabled to sustain the production
of food grains inspite of the fact that the net sown area has shown declining
trend. The increased productivity of food grains and sugarcane were
possible by adoption of production technologies which were aimed at
increasing the efficiency of water use, fertilizer use.

In order to make the extension activities of the Department more
effective to reach the farmers in the time at which required the
administration has been geared up by the Government to start the
extension work in the farmer’s field at 7.30 A.M in so as to provide technical
backstopping to the needy farmers.

The change in the attitude of the farmers to resort to Organic Farming
and environment friendly Agricultural activities such as adoption of
Integrated Pest Management Technologies, integrated nutrient
Management Technologies has been achieved due to exposure visits of the
farmers to the various places in the country promoting Organic Farming
practices under the Agricultural Technology Management Agency (ATMA).
Farmers groups have been organized for undertaking Organic Certification
by Participatory Guarantee Scheme (PGS) certification.

The Government has proposed to establish a separate wing for
Organic Farming for bringing about a strategic change in promotion of
Organic agriculture for sustaining the agricultural production.

The significant milestone in bringing about the empowerment of
farmers as decision makers in organized Farming has been achieved by
promoting the formation of “Farmers Producer Organization” (FPO’s) in
Puducherry. The Pondicherry Agro Product Producers Company Ltd., was
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the first such FPO’s to get registered involving 1300 farmers as members
followed by the Hi-tech Horticulture Producers Company Ltd., in the
Horticulture front. The main objective of these companies to make the
farmers self reliant and promoting group activity in planning, production,
processing and Marketing of their own Agricultural / Horticultural produce
for getting higher profit. This would enable the state to motivate the
farmers from diversion of the agricultural lands for non-agricultural
purposes.

The Farmers Producers Organizations have initiated multi-pronged
approach to sustain their development by taking up the business of the
inputs supply and marketing network for getting remunerative prices.

The Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) is being implemented
by the U.T Administration with additional impetus by the Government of
Puducherry with 100% subsidy on the farmer’s contributions of insurance
premium in addition to the subsidy extended by the state Government and
the Government of India. Much thrust has been given to bring all the
farmers raising the notified crops such as Paddy, Sugarcane, Pulses and
Cotton (loanee and Non-loanee farmers).The Scheme would benefit nearly
20,000 farmers.

In order to promote mechanization in agriculture to get rid of the
farmers from the problem of labour scarcity during peak seasons the
Government has been extending subsidies on agricultural machineries and
implements during the past several years. This government has prioritized
the mechanization aspect by increasing the subsidy amount to the tune
₹ 4.00 lakhs for purchase of tractors by General farmers and ₹ 6.00 lakhs by
S.C Farmers from the current financial year.

Productivity awards have been instituted for the farmers who achieve
higher productivity in Paddy and Sugarcane in order to motivate the farmers
to adopt the technological options for increased productivity.
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The  Hydrology Project Phase-II which was implemented with World
Bank’s assistance for  future better Water Resources Planning and
management of Puducherry from 2006 to 2014 is proposed to be   continued
for  another  8 years  from   2016-2017 onwards   in the  name   style of
“National Hydrology Project” for undertaking the Water Resources Planning
and Management Programmes by adopting   advanced techniques.

The Government of Puducherry has made the best use of the financial
assistance under the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayeen Yojana (PMKSY) by
implementing projects for desilting of village ponds and other water bodies
during 2015-16 so as to increase their storage capacities. Further works are
being implemented for preparation of the District Irrigation Plans.

The development of Horticultural Sector in the Union Territory of
Puducherry is overwhelming which is evident from the increased number of
farmers in rural areas and the general public in the urban areas who are
willing to take up the roof top gardening and vegetable cultivation for which
the department is extending the cultivation kits at ₹ 3000/- per kit at 50%
subsidy. The infrastructural facilities created by the help of financial
assistance through RKVY has benefitted the PONLAIT for expanding their
milk processing units with the aim of promoting dairying for the overall
development of the rural economy.

* * *


